
MONTGOMERY COUNTY SUPERVISORS MINUTES 
May 29, 2014 

 
 The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors met in quorum, Thursday, May 29, 2014, 
at 9:00 a.m. at the courthouse for their regular meeting.  The meeting was called to order by 
Chairman Bryant Amos.  There was a roll call of members with Supervisors:  Bryant Amos, 
Karen Blue, Steve Ratcliff, and Donna Robinson present.  Randy Tye was absent. 
 Motion to approve the agenda by Ratcliff, second by Robinson.  Roll call:  Yes: Amos, 
Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson.  No:  None. Motion carried.   

Minutes of the May 15, 2014, regular meeting were approved and stand as read.  
 The Chairman called for public comments.  No comments.  
 Under the Supervisor updates, Supervisor Ratcliff attended the Watershed Ribbon 
Cutting in Elliott.  Blue attended a Juvenile Detention meeting and a 4th Judicial meeting. 
 Secondary Roads Update: Brad Skinner updated the Board on the Hawthorne Bridge 
project.  South side grading is almost complete.  MidAmerican Energy is doing line work.  He 
informed the Board that Scott Center Project will be staring in July with pavement recycling and 
pavement after Labor Day.   
 The Chairman moved into a public hearing at 9:30 a.m. for the Resolution Expressing 
Intent to Enter Into a Loan Agreement not to exceed principal amount of $600,000. The Board 
addressed public and written comments. Amos read aloud a written comment from Margaret 
Stoldorf.  She expressed concern about proceeding with the loan.  She encouraged the Board to 
do their due diligence, then seek funding to pay.  She felt that there wasn’t enough information to 
approve bond agreement.  Josh Wiig was present.  He asked if the Board had a roof expert do an 
engineering study on the roof.  Wiig also asked if the Board had all the facts, such as a needed 
full roof replacement or just repairing.  Amos stated that patching a leaking roof will not be a 
long term resolution to the problem. Amos said that hiring an engineer could costs thousands of 
dollars and the County is also in an insurance settlement for hail damage.    Supervisor Blue 
stressed that the County has been studying all funding options for a while.  The financial advice 
received by the Board indicated that by breaking the courthouse renovation project into phases 
was the best option to tax payers.  The first priority is the roof.  Steve Ratcliff received a phone 
call from Jon Young who stated that would like to see the County sell the farm and not bond for 
needed repairs.  Young believes farmers will take a blunt of the levy increase and feels that the 
County shouldn’t have to pay interest.  He believes that selling the farm would be the better 
option.  Larry Brandstetter made a public comment complimenting the Board’s process and 
showing a great example of wanting to hear the public’s opinion and has given plenty of 
opportunity to do so.  The Chairman moved out of the public hearing at 10:00 a.m. 
 Resolution 14-13, Resolution Expressing Intent to Enter Into a Loan Agreement was 
moved for approval by Blue, second by Robinson, and read as follows: 

 RESOLUTION NO. 14-13 

Resolution Expressing Intent to Enter Into a Loan Agreement 

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors (the “Board”) of Montgomery County, Iowa (the 
“County”), has heretofore proposed to enter into a loan agreement (the “Loan Agreement”) in a 
principal amount not to exceed $600,000, pursuant to the provisions of Section 331.402 of the 
Code of Iowa, for the purpose of financing improvements and repairs to the roof of the County 
Courthouse, and has published notice of the proposed action and has held a hearing thereon on 
May 29, 2014;  

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Montgomery 
County, Iowa, as follows: 

Section 1. The Board hereby expresses its intent to enter into the Loan Agreement 
in the future, providing for a loan to the County in a principal amount not to exceed $600,000 for 
the purpose set forth in the preamble hereof, and declares that this Resolution constitutes the 
“additional action” required by Section 331.402 of the Code of Iowa. 

Section 2. All resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 
to the extent of such conflict. 

The above resolution was adopted by the Board of Supervisors of Montgomery County, 
Iowa, the vote thereon being as follows:  
Roll call: Yes: Amos, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson.  No: None. Motion carried.  
 
Under New Business: Sealed bids on forfeited vehicles at the Sheriff’s Office were opened.   
 Motion by Ratcliff, second by Robinson to award highest bids as follows:  1999 Ford 
Explorer to Sandra Gray in the amount of $1,014; 2001 Chevy Tracker in the amount of $1,201; 



Polaris 4-wheeler to Kevin Johnson in the amount of $526.  Roll call:  Yes:  Amos, Blue, Ratcliff, 
Robinson.  No:  None.  Motion carried.  
 The Board discussed dental insurance benefits to the Board of Supervisors.  Robinson 
and Amos indicated that it would be a savings to the County if the dental insurance was not 
offered to the Board.  Ratcliff stated that the Board should have same dental benefits as full-time 
employees.  He is willing to pay 100% of the premium.  Auditor Burke is going to consult with 
our insurance company to see if the County has to offer same contribution coverage for dental.  
There will be discussion after Burke brings information back to the Board.  No action was taken. 
 Motion by Blue, second by Ratcliff to approve payroll payable on May 30, 2014, in the 
gross amount of $121,516.53, net amount $85,771.30.  Roll call:  Yes:  Amos, Blue, Ratcliff, 
Robinson.  No:  None.  Motion carried. 
 Next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 5, 2014.  Agenda items discussed 
were ICAP & Davis Taylor Insurance regarding hail damage insurance claims and Courthouse 
repairs. 
 Motion by Ratcliff to adjourn.  All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 
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