
MONTGOMERY COUNTY SUPERVISORS MINUTES 

October 21, 2010 

 

 The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors met in quorum, Thursday, 

October 21, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. at the courthouse for their regular meeting.  The meeting 

was called to order by Chairman Bryant Amos.  There was a roll call of members with 

Supervisors Amos, Glen Benskin, Karen Blue, Donna Robinson, and Steve Ratcliff 

present.   

 Motion to approve the agenda by Benskin, second by Ratcliff.  Roll call:  Yes: 

Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson.  No:  None. Motion carried.   

 The Chairman called for a recess so that the Board could attend the Iowa 

Department of Economic Development meeting at the Red Coach Inn.  The Board 

recessed and moved to the Red Coach Inn. 

 The meeting resumed at 9:50 a.m. in the Supervisors’ Meeting Room of the 

Courthouse. 

Minutes of the October 14, 2010 regular meeting were read and stand as read. 

 The Chairman called for public comments.  No public comment.  

 The Supervisors presented their weekly updates and assignments.  Ratcliff had 

attended the Conservation Board meeting on Monday and reported they had extended a 

verbal offer to fill the position of Director.  He also attended the West Central 

Community Action meeting.  Blue reported she had attended the 4
th

 Judicial and Juvenile 

Detention meetings. 

 Engineer Brad Skinner was available for the Secondary Roads update.  He 

presented two surface aggregate agreements for the Board’s approval.  The Board 

discussed the first for Brad and Rebecca Wright on the Montgomery – Page County Line 

Road.  Ratcliff said his concern was that the county would be taking responsibility for 

this road from here on, and he wanted assurance that the 800 tons per mile would be an 

adequate application of rock.  Skinner replied he had looked at applications through the 

past number of years, and there were varying rates of rock application from 800 tons to 

1,800 tons per mile.  Ratcliff asked Roads Superintendent Dave Jackson if he felt that it 

was adequate in this instance.  Jackson responded that he believed it was enough.  

Benskin asked Jackson if one operator and machine would have been enough to put in 

Margaret Stoldorf’s driveways that had been taken out.  Benskin asked if it was necessary 

to re-do the whole road in order to put in the driveways.  Jackson said no, but the road 

ditches were getting higher than the roadway. Skinner explained that the entire road 

required significant work to make acceptable site distances for the driveways.  Benskin 

stated that the public hasn’t been convinced of that.  Skinner responded he would be 

willing to take an oath and answer questions if necessary. 

 Robinson asked what other Level B roads had been redone in the past several 

years.  Skinner presented a map and reviewed other Level B roads with the Supervisors.  

He stated he had used Jackson and Donnie Bond’s take on what had been done on the 

map.  Ratcliff stated that before a lot of shaping is done on the Level B roads, maybe the 

landowners should be contacted about making them Level C roads.  Skinner said there 

were a number of roads that would be good Level C candidates.   

  



 Robinson said she wanted to go on record based on the breakout of work that 

Skinner had presented of Montgomery County’s portion of the costs to rebuild this road 

at roughly $9,000 and Page County has done roughly $10,000 of work as well, this is a 

bargain at the ultimate for what Montgomery County is getting out of this, and didn’t feel 

real good about it. Whether this was a stroke of luck on the part of the landowners’ that 

the county just happened to be doing all of this roadwork, and Montgomery County is not 

getting a good portion of what we should be getting.  Robinson stated she didn’t feel 

good about what the county is getting for all of the work that was done on the road.  

Benskin stated he agreed. 

 Ratcliff stated he did not believe there anything had been done wrong, and the 

conspiracy theory isn’t accurate.  He said he didn’t believe that Wright called Skinner 

and asked to have work done.  Ratcliff stated he believed that the Wright’s just were in 

the right place at the right time. He didn’t believe there was any conspiracy at all.  He 

said he was glad Jackson had been at the meetings, and felt that with the rock, the costs 

are comparable with others. 

 Brad Wright thanked Ratcliff for his comments, and stated it had been very 

troubling to Becky more than him, that there had been conspiracy theories, and there was 

nothing beneath the table or behind anyone’s back.  He said he and Becky had been 

checking on the policies and building a home for a long time, and it had all been out in 

the open.  They went to Skinner to check on policy, and Wright said he believed Skinner 

had mentioned that in a previous Board meeting.  He said that whatever communication 

had been done, everyone has known about it. 

 Amos stated that he has dealt with the rumors in the course of this, and people 

have been given answers and just didn’t like the answers they have been given, that’s just 

the way it is. 

 Motion by Blue, second by Ratcliff to approve the surface aggregate agreement 

for Brad and Rebecca Wright for the upgrade of 1,450 feet from Level B road to Level A 

road.  No further discussion.  Roll call: Yes: Amos, Blue, Ratcliff. No: Robinson, 

Benskin. Motion carried. 

 The Board reviewed the second aggregate surfacing agreement for Doug 

Lundgren at M Avenue and 210
th

 Street.  Skinner stated the rock would be close to 400 

feet, and Jackson said it would take about four or five hours of work to complete.  

Benskin commented that the county would be receiving the tax dollars from the new shed 

erected by the property owner.  Motion by Benskin, second by Blue to approve the 

surface aggregate agreement for Doug Lundgren for the upgrade of 425 feet from Level 

B to Level A road.  Roll call: Yes: Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson. No: None. 

Motion carried. 

  The Board continued with the Law Enforcement update.  Motion by Robinson to 

accept the schematic designs as prepared by Prochaska.  Ratcliff asked if this would lock 

us in right now.  Amos stated no, not if they were minor changes.  Ernst stated that once 

the documents were published there would be charges, and Amos stated that would be in 

the form of change orders. 

 Ernst presented the contracts from ABC for asbestos removal and abatement. The 

abatement charge for 103 W. Washington is $3,840 and the charge for 107 W. 

Washington is $720.  Motion by Robinson to approve the contracts, second by Ratcliff.  

Roll call: Yes: Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson, Amos, Benskin. No: None. Motion carried. 



 Discussion of the ordinance proposed by the City of Red Oak regarding the 

assignment of tax sale certificates of abandoned and public nuisance properties from 

Montgomery County to the City of Red Oak.  Blue asked Ernst to check with other 

counties and see if this can be done as a resolution. 

 Motion by Blue, second by Robinson to approve payroll payable on October 22, 

2010 in the gross amount of $113,419.03, net $78,047.76. Roll call: Yes: Robinson, 

Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Motion by Robinson, second by Ratcliff to approve claims payable October 22, 

2010 in the final total of $225,765.99 which includes handwritten in the amount of 

$2,068.86.  Roll call: Yes: Amos, Benskin, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson. No: None. Motion 

carried.  

 Agenda items for the next meeting include safety coordinator update and bond-

rating update.   

 Motion by Benskin, second by Ratcliff  to adjourn.  All in favor.  Meeting 

adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

 

 

BRYANT AMOS, CHAIRMAN     

 

 

ATTEST: JONI K. ERNST, AUDITOR 


