
MONTGOMERY COUNTY SUPERVISORS MINUTES 

October 14, 2010 

 

 The Montgomery County Board of Supervisors met in quorum, Thursday, 

October 14, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. at the courthouse for their regular meeting.  The meeting 

was called to order by Chairman Bryant Amos.  There was a roll call of members with 

Supervisors Amos, Karen Blue, Donna Robinson, and Steve Ratcliff present.  Supervisor 

Glen Benskin was absent. 

 Motion to approve the agenda by Ratcliff, second by Robinson.  Roll call:  Yes: 

Amos, Blue, Ratcliff, Robinson.  No:  None. Motion carried.   

 Minutes of the October 7, 2010 regular meeting were read and stand as read. 

 The Chairman called for public comments.  No public comment.  

 The Supervisors presented their weekly updates and assignments.  Blue updated 

the Board on her trip to Des Moines to represent the Board at the Iowa Hospital 

Association meeting.  She also attended a Board of Directors meeting for the Red Oak 

Chamber and Industry Association and a Juvenile Detention Center meeting in Council 

Bluffs.  Robinson and Amos updated the Board on the Law Enforcement Center meeting 

that they had attended on Wednesday. 

 Mickey Anderson, Chuck Truka, Mindy Wookey and Stephanie Burke were 

present from Stanton Friends.  Anderson gave the project background and showed plans 

to the building which will house a preschool, community library, after-school programs, 

wellness center, gymnasium, disaster shelter and multipurpose room.  Anderson asked for 

letters of support from the Board and a monetary donation from the County so that they 

could apply for a CAT/Vision Iowa grant.  Discussion followed and the Board asked if 

any other groups had been funded by Montgomery County.  Auditor Joni Ernst stated that 

the county had contributed $3,000 to the Red Oak Library last year for the purpose of a 

CAT grant application, and the Board contributes $1,500 every year to the Montgomery 

Historical Society.  The Board asked that this be discussed again at a future meeting. 

 Adam Wainwright of Wainwright consulting met with the Board to discuss the 

continuity of operations plan for Public Health.  Motion by Robinson, second by Blue to 

approve the plan as presented.  Roll call: Yes: Robinson, Amos, Blue, Ratcliff. No: None. 

Motion carried. 

 Engineer Brad Skinner presented the Secondary Roads update.  Skinner and 

Roads Superintendent discussed the cost estimate for the Montgomery – Page County 

Road work that had been done earlier in the year at a cost of $8,943.20 as the 

Montgomery County share of the cost on the road.  Page County also contributed to the 

effort, but the cost wasn’t disclosed.  Ratcliff asked what the end result of the discussion 

should be, whether the Wright’s should pay more to the county for the road work or not.  

The Board agreed.  Supervisors Blue and Amos stated there was nothing done wrong in 

this situation, and there should be no more discussion regarding this issue.  Brad and 

Rebecca Wright were present for the discussion, and stated they should not be penalized 

for being open about their future intentions to build a home on the Level B road.  Ratcliff 

and Robinson disagreed with Blue and Amos, and believed more of the road work costs 

should be assessed to the property owners.  Ratcliff quoted the May 13, 2010 minutes 

when Skinner stated driveways would be put in, and any additional work to the road 

would be at the landowners cost.  Much discussion followed with no decisions being 



made.  The aggregate surfacing agreement proposed for the Wrights will be placed on 

next week’s agenda.  Blue stated Skinner should be able to proceed with the agreement as 

the engineer.  Ernst reminded the Board that the aggregate surfacing resolution requires 

final approval of any agreement by the Board of Supervisors.  Robinson stated that it 

didn’t matter what department it is, any policy set by the Board should be followed by the 

Board.  Discussion followed.  Amos asked if there were any other agreements that had 

not been approved by the Board.  Ernst replied she didn’t know how may had been 

independently acted on by the Engineer, as the applications have not been brought in for 

Board action.  Amos asked that any other past agreements done since the enactment of 

the Board should be brought to the Board at a future meeting to be retroactively 

approved. 

 The Board recessed briefly then resumed with the Law Enforcement update, 

presented by Robinson and Amos. The plans were reviewed with the Board, and 

Robinson advised the Board that Prochaska was encouraging the use of a construction 

management company.  Blue stated she would like to do her own research on the pros 

and cons of retaining a construction management company.  The Board asked Ernst to 

contact asbestos removal companies for an estimate for the buildings to be demolished on 

the Law Enforcement Center property.   

 The Board discussed the bonding options, and Robinson made the motion to 

proceed with Exhibit/Option 3 as proposed by Ruan Securities, the two-part long term 

bonding option.  Second by Ratcliff.   Roll call: Yes: Ratcliff, Robinson, Amos, Blue. 

No: None. Motion carried. 

 The demolition of the buildings on the LEC property was discussed.  Consensus 

of the Board that the salvage rights should go to the contractor.  Ernst will be responsible 

for ensuring the utilities are disconnected and prepared for demolition activities.  Motion 

by Blue, second by Ratcliff to set the bid-letting date for November 4, 2010 at 9:15 for 

the demolition and removal of the buildings on the LEC property.  Roll call: Yes: 

Robinson, Amos, Blue, Ratcliff. No: None. Motion carried. 

 Blue discussed the Iowa Department of Economic Development meeting that will 

take place in Red Oak on October 21
st
 at 9:30 a.m.  She asked that the Board recess their 

meeting on that day and attend the IDED meeting, as it was very important to have 

county leadership at this meeting.  Consensus of the Board to recess the regular meeting 

next Thursday to attend the IDED meeting. 

 Motion by Robinson, second by Ratcliff to receive the Clerk of Court’s report of 

fees for September in the amount of $1,103.55.  Roll call: Yes: Amos, Blue, Ratcliff, 

Robinson. No: None. Motion carried.  

 Agenda items for the next meeting include payroll and aggregate surfacing 

agreements.   

 Motion by Robinson, second by Ratcliff  to adjourn.  All in favor.  Meeting 

adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

 

 

BRYANT AMOS, CHAIRMAN     

 

 

ATTEST: JONI K. ERNST, AUDITOR 


